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Street musician still plays it his own way
By Norhan Basuni
As students begin to plan their courses 
for next semester, and more importantly 
the professors they will take these courses 
with, more and more students are turning 
to RateMyProfessor.com for guidance.
RateMyProfessor.com is a website 
where students can search by college and 
rank specific professors on qualities such 
as “average easiness,” “average clarity,” 
and “hotness total.” 
Founded in May 1999 by John Swap-
ceinski, a software engineer from Menlo 
Park, Calif., the site allows college students 
to assign ratings to professors of Ameri-
can, Canadian and British institutions. It 
contains more than 10 million ratings for Continued on Page 6














Upcoming events around John Jay
DEC. 7 
Deadline: Applications for fall 2009 scholarships due. For more information, 
e-mail scholarships@jjay.cuny.edu.
DEC. 8 
Book signing party: Prof. Dan Yalisove’s new book, “Developing Clinical 
Skills For Substance Abuse Counseling,”  3-5 p.m., Barnes & Noble College 
Bookstore. 
DEC. 13
Last day of classes. 
DEC. 14-21
Final exams. To see the schedule of exams, go to bit.ly/5rmNy4.
By Michael Rodriguez
Club Row has been buzzing with de-
bate since a new award was announced to 
the college’s club executives and Student 
Council at the student leadership retreat in 
September.  
The new Organization of the Year 
Award will be determined by a point sys-
tem that was created by Dennis Camacho, 
the new director of Student Activities at 
John Jay, and the Student Council over a 
summer luncheon at Dallas BBQ. Cama-
cho said he successfully used a similar sys-
tem while working at Hofstra University 
and the New York Institute of Technology. 
“We want to broaden the experience of 
the students,” Camacho said.
Camacho and the Office of Student 
Activities will be directly overseeing the 
process by collecting monthly reports from 
club executives.  Clubs will receive points 
for intellectual, spiritual, emotional, physi-
cal, social and professional accomplish-
ments. 
These accomplishments include, but 
are not limited to, the overall grade point 
average of a club’s members, donations 
on and off campus, sponsorship of events, 
mentoring of new members and leadership 
development. 
The top three clubs will receive mone-
tary prizes of $600, $450, and $250 respec-
tively. A running score sheet will be posted 
in the Office of Student Activities through 
April 30, 2010. The winning clubs will be 
announced at the annual Student Govern-
ment Association Banquet.
Camacho thinks academics and phi-
lanthropy should be the biggest concern of 
club members.
“Students here are very service orient-
ed,” Camacho said. 
New award sparks   
debate on Club Row
By Rachel Ramirez
 “Albany isn’t mad after all if they model 
our marijuana bill after California’s—really, it’s 
overdue,” said Andy Chen, a John Jay student. 
Chen imagines an “Amsterdam-like New 
York ”—minus the red-light district— where 
marijuana distribution and consumption would 
be legal and incarceration for marijuana pos-
session would be more of a joke than a failing 
deterrent. 
“But maybe it’s not such a good thing. We 
could compromise our ethics and our criminal 
justice system. ‘Think of the children’ if drugs 
are legalized,” Chen said sarcastically.    
Marijuana legalization, in the criminal 
justice field, is not so much about ethics as it 
is about regulating marijuana consumption and 
Stirring the 
potThe controversy over marijuana legalization 
distribution, similar to the way alcohol and tobacco are regulated by law. In short, it’s 
about making the war on drugs, specifically marijuana, less complicated and addressing 
two bigger issues: the legalization of medicinal marijuana and saving cops from drug-
related violence—electric topics at John Jay College. 
“What the law allows or doesn’t allow is probably not a good guide to ethics,” said 
John Kleinig, a professor of criminal justice at John Jay College. Kleinig studies crimi-
nal justice ethics and social and political philosophy. “Those who think marijuana use is 
wrong because the law forbids it have a poor understanding of what ethics are about,” 
Using “Rate My Professor” 
for guidance: Hot or not? 
about a million professors, including 1,787 
listings for John Jay College. 
Ratings and comments are posted 
anonymously without any instructor input 
or decisions. According to the site’s priva-
cy policy, RateMyProfessor.com will only 
reveal a user’s personal information in re-
sponse to a court order or a subpoena. In 
order to post, a rater must rate the course 
and/or professor on a scale from one to 
five in the following categories: easiness, 
helpfulness, clarity, the rater’s interest in 
the class prior to taking it and the degree of 
textbook use in the course. The rater may 
also rate a professor’s appearance as “hot” 
By Heather McCown
On a warm evening in November, just a few blocks 
from John Jay College, Sammie Corbirt sits on the corner 
amidst his belongings with a guitar in hand.  “I play it my 
own way, you know what I mean?” Corbirt said, as he 
strums his guitar with a homemade pick.
You probably have passed him, thinking that he was 
just a homeless man on the street, possibly addicted to 
drugs or alcohol, looking for a handout.  Yet, Corbirt is 
far from the usual characters on the street.  “I don’t drink 
or smoke…that stuff’s bad,” Corbirt said as he offers me 
a cigarette someone gave to him earlier in the day.  
Corbirt has been playing these streets since John Jay 
College was in its infancy.  Now, back on these same 
streets, he tells me about his life.
Hailing from Georgia, Corbirt’s father served in the 
military as a aviation technician.  “My father always told 
me, ‘Boy, you’ve got to go North,” said Corbirt.  He was 
all too happy to leave Georgia, as he laughs, “It seems 
like I was related to everyone!”  He adds, “I’d go to a 
dance and try to get with a girl, and someone would say, 
‘that’s your cousin’,” Corbirt said laughing.  
So, with some money from his father, Corbirt moved 
to West Palm Beach, Florida, before finally settling in the 
New York/New Jersey area.  He has played the Apollo, 
and other clubs that used to line the streets of San Juan 
Hill before gentrification turned them into condos and 
moved the players to Harlem.  “I used to have cards at 
social clubs in every borough,” said Corbirt.  He would 
go from one to the next, dancing as well if it meant a 
paying gig.  “Oh yeah, they used to hire me to dance at 
first, and I’d be the only black guy in the club,” Corbirt 
said.  
“Back in ’87, I used to have a permit to play the 
subways.  Used to play up on 125th, and down in Union 
Sammie Corbirt has played on New York streets for years.
HEATHER MCCOWNContinued on Page 6
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We welcome letters to the editor 
and stories relevant to 
the John Jay College community, 
to New York, and to our nation and world. 
If you would like to write for us, drop us a line. 
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MARIJUANA
Continued from front page
he said. 
What does the law allow? Albany’s discussion and 
rather elusive solution to the cannabis debate is ongoing. 
For New Yorkers, “the legalization of marijuana mainly 
concerns medicinal marijuana,” said Kleinig. 
Bills concerning medicinal marijuana were introduced 
April 21 in Albany. This was not the first time a bill or any 
type of law, either pro-cannabis or anti-cannabis, was in-
troduced in New York. The bill outlines who gets to grow 
the lovable grass and consume marijuana in New York.
The state’s bill, proposed by Assemblyman Richard 
Gottfried, if passed, will legalize the possession, delivery, 
manufacturing of, and use of marijuana in New York. Pa-
tients will be supervised by medical practitioners, and they 
will be required to have an identification card. “Caregiv-
ers,” described as pharmaceutical “organizations,” will 
also have identification cards in order to legally distribute 
marijuana to patients. Twelve plants may be cultivated by 
the caregiver, and the New York Department of Health 
must monitor such distributions and uses of cannabis. 
New York’s current laws state that drug offenders will 
not be incarcerated their first time for simple possession. 
Rather, offenders will be fined, from $100 to over $5,000. 
Medical patients, suffering from any illness, are not al-
lowed to cultivate marijuana plants, and there is no such 
organization that can legally supply patients with medici-
nal marijuana, as the manufacturing of marijuana is pub-
lishable by 1 to 2 years in prison and a fine up to $5000, 
according to the National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws. 
What if the manufacture of marijuana is allowed? “If 
they concern decriminalization of personal marijuana 
growth and use, that will keep a lot of people out of jail,” 
Kleinig said. By decriminalizing marijuana even further, 
medical users and their “caregivers” would not worry 
about laws outlining the procedures for offenses, incarcera-
tion and fines. Users could help themselves without worry-
ing about the laws in addition to what they suffer from.  
Ian Ruiz, a student at John Jay College with an associ-
ate’s degree in criminal justice, said, “People suffer from 
glaucoma, cancer, and diabetes, all sorts of problems.” 
One of the most popular majors at the college is criminal 
justice, and the marijuana movement in Albany is likely to 
pervade the criminal justice lectures in John Jay classes. 
Ruiz brought his fingers up to his mouth, as if holding a 
joint.
During a break from his class, Ruiz said, “Well, New 
York laws, at least in the future, are going to be different. 
That’s going to affect how we learn about the possession 
and distribution of some narcotics.” Marijuana possession, 
as Ruiz suggested, is what is going to change the most. A 
growing patch of marijuana, next to a garden of toma-
toes, wouldn’t be unimaginable. “Actually, it would be 
funny if you’re mowing your lawn and see your neighbor 
tending marijuana plants,” said Ruiz. Home and garden 
magazines would list the top ten ways to cultivate mari-
juana at home, with recipes to go along with it, saying 
“Potent hash brownies in 30 minutes.” 
 “No doubt decriminalization would also help to 
counter the imbalances in drug enforcement,” said 
Kleinig. Law Enforcement Against Prohibition, a nation-
al organization of current and former law enforcement 
against drug prohibition in America, created a ticker, 
“What matters is how the college 
will lead the way for other  
criminal justice programs, since we 
are a criminal justice school. John 
Jay students will be ready for 
whatever Albany decides.”
       
   --Dmitriy Smirnov
             senior
accounting for how much the government spends to keep 
the war on drugs going. The group’s ticker shows over 
$14 billion has been spent by the federal government 
in the American drug war, and 643,462 cannabis arrests 
have been made. Given the ever-waging war on drugs, 
“it is not clear that the current law does much to prevent 
marijuana use,” said Kleinig. Legalization may change 
these growing numbers for the better. 
 “Ideally, marijuana decriminalization will decrease 
the incarceration rate for offenses that were criminalized 
under the Marijuana Tax Act,” said Chen, a humanities 
and justice studies major.
With billions spent on the drug war and figuring 
out a way to pay for Medicaid, while digging out of 
the recession, the government might take another look 
at marijuana legalization, as senators like Jim Webb of 
Virginia discuss overhauling the criminal justice system 
on YouTube.. 
“Think of it this way, if we just legalize marijuana 
there will be less agitated people rushing down the 
streets and more people with silly smiles on their faces,” 
said Chen, jokingly. The potential solution, besides hav-
ing more “happy” people around, is not enough to satisfy 
Ruiz. “It’s a serious issue. I’m not thinking of doofy 
people, kicking back with their friends to smoke some 
joints,” said Ruiz. The New York state legislature cannot 
tax a smile. 
“The state government could collect revenue from 
marijuana sales that would otherwise be collected by 
organized crime,” said Chen. In California, marijuana is 
heavily taxed, generating profitable revenue for the state, 
with $14 billion in sales because of decriminalization. 
To Professor Doug Goldsmith, California wasn’t 
the only state-entrepreneur in the marijuana market. 
“New York decriminalized marijuana in 1971, but it’s 
not enforced as it is decriminalized in California,” said 
Goldsmith, a John Jay professor. Goldsmith teaches a 
Drug Use and Abuse class cross-listed in sociology and 
anthropology. “California has taken steps New York has 
taken,” said Goldsmith. 
By legalizing cannabis use and distribution, Califor-
nia’s tax on the marijuana market would yield $770 mil-
lion to $900 million in addition to $240 million to $360 
million in sales. $170 million in arrests, imprisonment, 
and enforcement costs would be saved by California if 
marijuana is legalized. How should New York go about 
this as California has done?  
First, “the problem is that federal laws supersede 
state laws,” said Goldsmith. Goldsmith suggests that 
New York should demonstrate how marijuana to conduct 
studies on medicinal cannabis to see if it’s beneficial for 
the treatment of patients,” said Goldsmith. 
If medical claims are thoroughly investigated, then 
New York will be able to legitimize the legalization of 
marijuana. “Examine the claims that cannabis is ben-
eficial for nausea or chemotherapy for example. Clear 
answers will emerge, demonstrating efficacy,” said Gold-
smith. With successful studies, New York could further 
decriminalize marijuana to benefit from much needed tax 
revenues, while demonstrating how it will help patients. 
Aside from stuffing some extra cash in New York’s 
piggy bank, ending marijuana prohibition in New York 
would change other things, such as the deviant images 
associated with marijuana users. Kleinig said that “shift-
lessness, disconnectedness, social irresponsibility, and 
rebellion” are some of the many stigmas associated with 
marijuana. The image may never go away, leaving users 
to be referred to as “the irresponsible pot smoker,” like 
James Franco is in “Pineapple Express.” Yet, users won’t 
be the only ones labeled as deviant.  
And if patients started growing marijuana and abus-
ing it without a doctor’s consent, “the crime of driving 
under the influence may increase,” said Kleinig. There’s 
always an adverse effect, but the consequences could 
outweigh those negatives. 
 Distributors may also be lumped in the same deviant 
category. “Legalization could be a problem, just because 
of manufacturers. Think of how alcohol and tobacco 
tend to be marketed,” said Kleinig. After all, marijuana 
has not been legalized for 72 years. “There is a stigma 
associated with criminality, but deviancy might still be 
associated with overuse or irresponsible use, as it with 
alcohol,” said Kleinig. 
This association does not deter students like Dmitriy 
Smirnov, a criminal justice major and senior at John 
Jay College. “It doesn’t matter whether or not we say, 
‘You’re a horrible person because you smoke pot,’” said 
Smirnov. “What matters is how the college will lead the 
way for other criminal justice programs, since we are a 
criminal justice school. John Jay students will be ready 
for whatever Albany decides.”
Though John Jay College is at the forefront of crimi-
nal justice theory and discourse, the ending marijuana 
prohibition is still elusive, and may not excite students 
like Smirnov, Chen and Ruiz. Albany has been redrafting 
bills since February. 
But if New York’s state legislature licenses caregiv-
ers and oversees marijuana distribution and possession, 
just as California has done, then criminal justice students 
might be looking at very green job market, where they 
are prepared to conquer the economic recession with a 
revised “Drug and Abuse” textbook in hand. A green job 
market in enforcement will create potential jobs in the 




Lost and Found office sees it all -- even turtles 
By Catalina Serrano
Dorothy Grey, a junior at John Jay, has 
lost hats, gloves, her phone. 
“I lose everything,” she said, laughing. 
Luckily for Grey and other students, 
the lost and found is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the T-Building’s 
Room 530, where you can pick up anything 
from your lost house keys to a missing shoe 
– to a turtle. 
Most John Jay students, when asked 
where the lost and found is, replied, “Really, 
there’s a lost and found? I didn’t know that 
existed.” There are three John Jay buildings 
but only one lost and found, which is also 
the Public Safety office.
 The lost and found has been here since 
Nov. 1, 1971. Peter Batista, an administra-
tive clerk, has been working at the lost and 
found since January 2005. 
“We have had everything in here, you 
name it,” he said with a smile. “On an aver-
age day, we get 10 items at least.” 
When asked how many people come 
back and find their belongings, he replied, 
“A lot. They find everything the way it was, 
even the money inside the wallets.” 
John Jay’s lost and found has had it all, 
from Hannah Montana notebooks to a sin-
gle shoe. But for Batista, the weirdest item 
-- or perhaps the cutest -- must be Sally the 
tiny turtle. “Yes, I know. Weird, right?” he 
said, laughing. But the story gets weirder. 
 “Sally was found by a cleaning lady in 
a plastic cup in the women’s bathroom on 
the T-Building 5th floor,” Batista said. “I 
guess they didn’t have the heart to flush it 
down the toilet.” 
Sally was found and brought to the lost 
and found two months ago and is still in the 
office, where she is very loved. They keep 
her in a small pet land plastic tank with the 
colorful little pebbles and a little plastic 
tree with water and little pebble food.
What’s the most insignificant item 
somebody has come back looking for? Ba-
tista replied, “One of our security officers 
came looking for a pink pencil with a scor-
pion on it, which we actually did have.”
What’s the weirdest thing anyone has 
come looking for? Laughing, Batista said, 
“One day someone called in asking for his 
lost camera and when I asked how long ago 
Sally the turtle, or “Sal” as she’s known in the Public Safety office, was found in a cup in a 
women’s bathroom in the T-Building and is now an office pet. 
 
By Samantha Trippedo
Seats were nearly filled as Jeremy Tra-
vis, president of John Jay College, deliv-
ered his first State of College Address at 
the Gerald Lynch Theatre on Oct. 21. 
Faculty, students, and members of the 
community gathered as he highlighted the 
success of the last four years and revealed 
a new master plan for future success. John 
Jay owes its past success to a fundamental 
change in its student profile, an extensive 
faculty hiring program, and the revitaliza-
tion of its academic programs, said Presi-
dent Travis.
“At a time when student demand is 
high, we have responded with an unprec-
edented expansion of high quality criminal 
justice programs in our city,” Travis said.   
This expansion has led to the intro-
duction of new majors and minors, higher 
graduation rates, an increase in the number 
of incoming baccalaureate students, an in-
crease in the number of full time faculty and 
even the creation of a brand new building. 
If the number of incoming students contin-
ues to increase, it isn’t hard to see that John 
Jay will have to continue to change in order 
to fit the new demands of these students. 
Unfortunately, “we have already outgrown 
the new building,” said Katherine Outlaw, 
a faculty member. 
John Jay is so far ahead but already so 
far behind. “I agree a lot of change is need-
ed but the future seems good,” said Henry 
Riera, a student at John Jay. The past years 
have been extremely successful but there 
Travis: College will 
keep improving
is a definite need for future improvement. 
“We should also be honest about the sub-
stantial distance we have yet to travel,” 
said Travis. For that reason, President Tra-
vis calls for the adoption of a new retention 
and master plan.
The retention plan will highlight cru-
cial aspects of the effectiveness of the in-
stitution, including the number of students 
remaining at the college, completing their 
degrees in a reasonable amount of time, 
preparing for the future and much more. 
These initial questions are key to the over-
all success of John Jay.
Similar to the retention plan, the master 
plan will establish overall goals for the in-
stitution. In the midst of a budget crisis, the 
disbursement of funds will be especially 
crucial. This master plan will be respon-
sible for forming the framework for all 
major decisions as well as the best way to 
allocate funding. 
The details of the retention and master 
plan will be revealed later in the year, as 
John Jay is still working closely with Keel-
ing & Associates, LLC. As the year comes 
to a close, a series of forums and town hall 
meetings is said to be set up to discuss and 
finalize the details of the two plans and 
work on reaccreditation of the institution.  
In the words of President Travis, “As 
we look forward, we reaffirm the power of 
our core mission—‘educating for justice.’” 
From the outline of the two plans, it seems 
John Jay will have no problem upholding 
its core mission. 
STATE OF THE COLLEGE ADDRESS
By Eric Jankiewicz
Enthusiasm is running high for those 
who want to create a men’s swim team at 
John Jay College, but enthusiasm isn’t al-
ways enough. 
Five years ago a women’s swim team 
was created at the college but a men’s 
swim team was not. “There were more 
women that wanted to create a women’s 
swim team, but there was no demand for 
a men’s swim team,” said Dan Palumbo, 
athletic director. 
Then last school year, incoming fresh-
men began to push to start a men’s swim 
team. But their enthusiasm was stunted by 
the tedious pre-requisites along the path to 
actually getting in the pool.
“I just wanted to have a men’s swim 
team, I didn’t know it would be this hard,” 
Jonathan Diaz, now a sophomore, said with 
Students try for 
men’s swim team
a tone of frustration.
Last year, support came in the form 
of 25 male students signing up to start a 
men’s team, something that had never been 
done before. The initial interest led to the 
creation of a men’s swimming club. And 
with that club came “a lot of paperwork,” 
Palumbo said.  
Rose Edelman, lifeguard and member 
of the women’s swim team, said there is 
already much enthusiasm for an official 
team. “Many men come to me wondering 
why we don’t have a men’s swim team.” 
For Palumbo this is not enough. Faced 
with the task of filling out all the paper 
work and meeting the standards of Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association, he 
wants to make sure that if he’s going to go 
Lost and found items are usually kept in 
cabinets like this one, which is in a side 
room of the Public Safety office, Room 
530T.
Continued on Page 6
Administrative Clerk Justin Wallace 
said if a lost item has a name on it, the 
office uses the school database to find a 
phone number or address for the student. 
The best thing students can do, he said, is 
to make sure their cell numbers are updat-
ed in the system.
We all can lose our stuff sometimes. 
Now you know where to find your belong-
ings. Go to the lost and found before it goes 
to donation or the Salvation Army.
he’s lost it he said 10 years ago…  Yeah, 
can you believe the guy had already gradu-
ated years ago?” 
The lost and found has had everything 
from earrings to cell phones, large sums of 
money, metro cards, IDs and credit cards. If 
the items still remain after a year, they are 
donated or given to the Salvation Army. 
Grey, a forensic science major, said 
she is very forgetful with her stuff when in 
school, which has resulted in losing a lot 
of stuff, from her favorite gold-plated ear-
rings to her house keys and cell phone. 
“I could lose my head without even 
knowing,” she said, laughing. “I lose things 
every day. Even today I lost my umbrella.  
 “I lose my cell phone once a year; I lost 
my Nextel phone last year,” she added. “I 
was napping on the student lounge on the 
first floor at the N building and my friend 
came up to me asking me whether it was 
time for our next class. So I reached into 
my pocket and found it was gone.” 
Grey later found out she had left it in 
the bathroom and the cleaning lady kindly 
gave it to the people in the lost and found 
office, where Grey went to pick it up. 
 “It’s easy. You just need to identify 
what you lost and sign a slip and that’s it,” 
she said.
Some students luckily never really 
have lost anything of great value, like Jen-
nifer Rodriguez. 
“I lost my ID but that’s about it. I went 
to the lost and found and they gave it to 
me.” 
Lost something? You 
can call the Lost and 
Found at x8524 or stop 
by the office, which is 
in Room 530T.
Want to learn to write 
for the newspaper?
 
Sign up for these classes in Spring 2010:
ENG233: “Introductory Journalism” 
Prerequisite: ENG102 or ENG201 
Professor: Alexa Capeloto
ENG290: “Journalism II/Beat Reporting” 
Prerequisite: ENG233 
Professor: Devin Harner 





What in the H, E, double hockey sticks is going on this week? Excuse my harsh language fellow 
Bloodhounds but this has been a weird seven days. On Monday I got a letter telling me that my TAP 
award was being taken away retroactively. That wouldn’t be good because without TAP I can’t afford 
college. Since I think I’m really good at college, it would be a shame to drop out.
Luckily the TAP advisor, who I must say was incredibly helpful and sympathetic, reinstated my 
award. Afterwards, I ran off to my new bar. Work went really well, but on my way home two thugs tried 
to mug me. Luckily for me, they were fairly inept muggers. I don’t know if it always works, but saying 
“No you can’t have my money” seemed to confuse them. I also declined their offer to come back and 
talk to them about the situation. They explained to me what they would do if they saw me on their street 
again and I explained my position vis a vis calling the cops and when I would do it. They toddled off 
somewhere after the explanations were complete and I went home to my bed. The very next morning I 
received word that I had won an internship in Albany at the New York State legislature! I’m incredibly 
excited and honored and look forward to what upstate and the capitol building have to offer.
 Crazy week right? I decided that I needed to celebrate and unwind with a drink. Though I don’t look 
it, I’ve been of age for quite some time and this article is aimed solely at those persons at the college 
over 21. Say that with me again. OVER 21!
Right. So since it’s cold I thought I’d share for you some of my favorite simple recipes for a hot 
drink on the holiday of your choosing. (Christmas, Yule, Kwanzaa, Chanukah.)
The First is a Hot Apple Cider Toddy. Heat up some normal cider on the stove or in the microwave. 
You shouldn’t boil it, but it should be steaming. Take a coffee cup and mix in a touch of caramel dipping 
sauce and a shot of vodka. Then simply fill the rest of the mug with the hot apple cider. Since it has 
apples, I’m assuming it’s healthy.
Squeezing the holidays into 
a New York City kitchen...
by Stefan Seecharran 
COMMENTARY
The second drink is Mulled Wine. First 
take a bottle of red wine. It doesn’t have to 
be very good red wine because the flavor 
is going to be covered up by the rest of the 
ingredients. Start heating the wine (again, not 
to the point of boiling) Then into the pot put 
a half cup of sugar, ¼ teaspoon of allspice, 
¼ teaspoon of cinnamon and 7 whole cloves. 
Then add a dash of orange juice. Simmer 
and stir for 15 minutes and ladle into coffee 
mugs. Since it has oranges, I’m assuming it’s 
healthy.
The third and last drink is Hot Buttered 
Rum.  Take your coffee mug and put in a 
tablespoon of butter, a teaspoon of brown 
sugar and shot of the darkest rum you can 
find. Then just fill the mug to the brim with 
boiling water from the tea kettle. Since it has 
butter, I’m assuming…oh who am I kidding.
So there you have it friends don’t over 
indulge, because if enjoyed responsibly, a 
hot drink can be just what the doctor ordered. 
Have a great holiday break and I’ll see you 
next September!
Stressed? Over 21? 
Have a hot drink.
Photo courtesy myrecipes.com
ATTENTION SUBWAY RIDERS 
AND POETS/PHOTOGRAPHERS!
The John Jay Subway Series is holding its first 
contest for poetry and photography. 
Poetry: Perform original poetry that has some-
thing to do with the New York City subway.
Photography: Pull out your digital camera or your 
phone and show us your commuting experience.
Deadline is Dec. 4. Information: subway@jjay.
cuny.edu. Winning entries receive prizes.
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By Lauren Meyer
After spending countless hours in the library - fin-
gers growing callous from repetitious page turning, or… 
yielding to another Saturday night on the couch with your 
rough draft and red pen clenched in hand, or perhaps… 
even hopelessly declining a mid-semester escape to Atlan-
tic City, you step up to that podium in one glorious mo-
ment and accept your diploma - a record of achievement 
honoring your dedication to a higher education. 
Congratulations, graduate - you're officially alumni. 
Alright, so the real deal may lack this poetic charm, 
but every year John Jay warmly welcomes a new group of 
graduate and undergraduate students while bidding fare-
well to a less young group of scholastic achievers. 
John Jay is in the top tier of schools for the criminal 
justice field, as programs sponsored here are often recog-
nized by law enforcement agencies and clinical practices 
all over the world. 
John Jay is well aware of their shimmering reputation; 
and, they rightly capitalize on it. Individuals who walk 
away from this campus and into the field of criminal jus-
tice are often well prepared to contribute to society. 
Matt d’Anna, a 2007 graduate of the Master’s in Crim-
inal Justice program at John Jay, recalls a conversation 
with his academic counselor at Arizona State. “I asked her 
what she thought were some of the stronger programs for a 
Master’s degree. Her top choice was John Jay…”
As expected, students make their mark at John Jay, 
often leaving pieces of themselves and their experiences 
behind. But, the John Jay culture is reversely responsible 
for shaping students into diverse people, educated think-
ers, and critical minds. 
d'Anna, now working as a Pattern Analyst for Bair 
Software in Virginia and as a faculty associate at Arizona 
State, uses his John Jay education on a daily basis - work-
ing with graphing tools and analysis software while apply-
ing theories of criminal justice. Although he established a 
passion for crime analysis while pursuing his undergradu-
ate degree at Arizona State, the criminal justice program at 
John Jay was a creative outlet for his study and research. 
“I was able to take diverse and unique courses.  There 
Alumni help polish John Jay’s reputation
By Michael Talisayan
She slams her left palm on the long ta-
ble and glares at the sitting students. Those 
unable to find seats at the table sit in the 
back. Some lean against the wall. Some sit 
near the pizza boxes stacked by the chalk-
board. They are fixated on “Mother Hen.”
”Four thousand dollars—FOUR ‘G’s—
people!” shouts Whitney Brown, founder 
of the John Jay Debate Society, explaining 
that a trip to Connecticut for a competition 
will set the club back a hefty $4,000. 
Brown then gestures toward the pizza 
boxes and everyone rises. Within minutes, 
not a single slice of pepperoni or plain piz-
za remains. 
 This was another Thursday meeting 
for John Jay’s Debate Society. About 30 of 
its members had crammed into room 1212 
of North Hall to learn about debate. 
As the “Mother Hen,” a nickname vet-
eran debater Chad Infante gave her, Brown 
ensures that her family is fed and ready 
to compete. Lately, this has been difficult 
because recent promotion efforts have “ex-
tended the family.” 
 “The numbers last year was like 10 ac-
tive members,” Brown explained.  “There 
are now 40 active members.” 
Thirteen teams, a total of 26 partici-
pants, competed at the University of West-
ern Connecticut on Nov. 14 and 15. The 
John Jay team didn't fare so well. None of 
the novice teams "broke," meaning to get 
to the finals.  
Because none of the novices won at the 
tournament, debate practice has become 
more rigorous. The club now meets on 
Mondays and Thursdays, with much more 
emphasis on debate preparation. 
And during the winter break, Brown 
will assign evidence assignments to club 
members and devote an entire week to de-
bate practice. 
“We’ve done our job in promoting; 
now there are more people participating,” 
said Alyssa Zayas, a social justice in pho-
tography major who arrived at room 1548 
on a Friday for debate work.
Last year, Zayas was among the few fe-
male debaters at the club, but an aggressive 
effort to reach students boosted regular fe-
male participation from four last year to 
30 this semester. Aside from posting flyers 
on campus grounds and setting up booths 
at John Jay’s club fairs, the club’s success 
has been credited to its large family atmo-
sphere, where students have found friends 
and networking opportunities. 
“I found my two best friends” at debate, 
Zayas remarked. 
Traveling to other campuses lets debat-
ers meet debate judges and students from 
other universities. Meeting people from 
different campuses extends a student’s net-
working options beyond John Jay, Brown 
explained.
But the successful promotion campaign 
has had its shortcomings. 
“The debate club—like most other 
clubs—is underfunded,” said Zayas.
Running on a tight budget of about 
$8,000 this semester, the total travel and 
hotel expenses have taken its toll on club 
resources. Renting charter buses for the 
club’s last tournament at the University 
at Richmond cost $3,695, and registration 
for the tournament at Western Connecticut 
University cost $2,080, Brown explained. 
Because of the spike in membership 
and expenses, Brown will not hesitate to 
remove debaters who are not trying to im-
prove. 
“Now we have so many John Jay stu-
dents involved, but we have to limit certain 
opportunities. We have to pick and choose. 
But everyone should have the opportunity 
to attend at least one tournament,” said 
Zayas.
The club is seeking alternatives to pay 
for the rise in expenses. The debate team 
has been writing a proposal to Mayor 
Bloomberg and J.P. Morgan Chase bank 
for additional funds. Zayas, who works 
for a Chase bank, explained that Chase is 
already sponsoring Pace University’s de-
bate team. She hopes that the company can 
also help John Jay’s debate team with its 
finances.  
 For the moment the club’s money 
woes will have to wait. Members of the de-
bate team spent weeks hard at work prac-
ticing and learning debate terminology to 
prepare for the tournament at Western Con-
necticut University.
In room 1548 of Club Row, experi-
enced debaters helped the newer members 
learn about debate vocabulary and argu-
ments. A few of the newer members com-
peted in the last tournament, but remained 
confused about debate terms like “topical-
ity.”  Squeezed into the small room, its cor-
ners packed with filing cabinets and plastic 
tubs of evidence cards, debate veterans like 
“Old Man John” shared their wisdom with 
the inexperienced. 
Despite the club’s successes and short-
comings, Mother Hen remains proud of 
her flock. At room 1226, where she works 
for Student Council, Brown swiveled her 
computer monitor around. On screen was 
a photo taken during the Richmond tourna-
ment. Standing in front of a Famous Dave’s 
restaurant, newbies and veteran debaters 
alike were all smiles. 
“(At John Jay’s Debate Society) you’re 
stuck with them for better or worse—but 
mostly better,” said Zayas. 
Debate club’s numbers, ambitions grow
Need Money For College?
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were courses in my schedule that I could not find listed 
at other schools.  I valued that uniqueness and degree of 
specialization.  I was given a fair amount of autonomy to 
further my own interests.  John Jay gave me a strong foun-
dation of theory, research and policy surrounding criminal 
justice issues that I don’t think I would have developed at 
another institution,” he said.  
Now, a couple years later, Matt prides himself in the 
experiences he absorbed while attending John Jay, as he 
engaged in challenges that improved his craft. 
“This foundation has helped me gain employment in 
positions within this field that have furthered my profes-
sional growth,” he said. 
Since officially becoming alumni, Matt notes his most 
satisfying experience while attending the CRJ program 
was the freedom he was granted in his studies. For his pro-
gram thesis, he researched bank robbery, “specifically ac-
cessing the common spatially characteristics of banks that 
are repeatedly robbed compared to banks that were rarely 
robbed.  I was given the freedom to really dive into the 
research and explore a lot of angles.  I was able to learn a 
lot and hopefully contribute something meaningful to the 
research on the topic.  It was a great feeling to have com-
pleted it,” he said. 
While the Criminal Justice program proved to be the 
right fit for Matt, other distinguished programs on campus 
offer a unique curriculum for students in other majors. 
Dr. Jennifer Tallon, an assistant professor of Psychol-
ogy at Dowling College on Long Island, received both 
her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from John Jay. Upon 
graduating from John Jay in 2005 with her Master’s in Fo-
rensic Psychology, she pursued her doctoral degree from 
the CUNY Graduate Center with a concentration in Foren-
sic-Experimental Psychology. 
Dr. Tallon’s passion for forensic work emerged at a 
young age; her father was a Bloodhound as well. “My fa-
ther had actually received his BA in criminal justice from 
John Jay. When I was in high school, I was very interested 
in becoming a police officer.” After officially enrolling in 
the program, Dr. Tallon admits she was most excited about 
the unlimited possibilities available on campus, including 
partnerships with other schools – a major advantage of at-
tending a city school. 
“I was excited to learn about the many ways psychol-
ogy and the law interacts and I began to think about career 
options outside of the police force.  It was around this time 
that I was accepted into the Research Experience for Un-
dergraduates program at Baruch College.  This program 
project was sponsored by the National Science Foundation 
and the goal was to provide undergraduate students with an 
opportunity to work with psychology faculty.  I was fortu-
nate enough to be placed in a psychology and law lab and 
it really helped to solidify my decision to pursue a PhD and 
to consider going into academia,” she said. 
As a product of two CUNY schools, Dr. Tallon received 
an extraordinary education. Additionally, her background 
in Forensic Psychology made her an ideal candidate for a 
number of job positions. 
“In my first faculty meeting at my new job, I was intro-
duced by a colleague to the chair of our division and upon 
hearing that I was from John Jay, the chair turned around 
and said ‘Oh!  If she’s from John Jay, then you hired your-
self a smart applicant!”’ 
Genuine approval as experienced by Dr. Tallon serves 
as a constant reminder that John Jay is highly regarded in 
the community. Programs offered here provide a diverse 
curriculum with cutting-edge research and courses hosted 
by well-known professors. So the secret it out; John Jay 
produces an elevated level of brilliance among its alumni. 
Well done, John Jay. Well done. So, about that trip to At-
lantic City… 
“John Jay gave me a strong 
foundation of theory, research and 
policy surrounding criminal justice 
issues that I don’t think I would have 
developed at another institution.” 
-- Matt d’Anna
John Jay Class of ‘07
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Camacho hopes the policy will make 
the clubs more accountable for the re-
sources they are given and change peoples’ 
perception of Club Row. 
Throughout the college community, 
many people do not take clubs seriously. 
Clubs are often stigmatized as nothing 
more than organizations conspiring to 
spend tuition dollars on parties. Students 
feel that the new policy will promote a lot 
of community activity and show that John 
Jay students care about the community.
There are mixed reactions on Club 
Row concerning the policy. Despite other 
concerns with the policy, most students 
think it will work to change the image of 
Club Row. 
“People will take clubs more serious-
ly,” said Jalese Grays, a junior and member 
of the Philosophy Club.
Though many club members welcome 
the new policy, there is also plenty of criti-
cism of it. Most students are happy with 
the goals of the policy; however, they are 
bothered by the monetary awards. Students 
are also concerned that clubs such as the 
Debate Society and the United Nations 
Student Association, which only admit ac-
ademically accomplished students, have an 
advantage in the competition. 
Mark Benjamin, a Sergeant in the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps, senior, and Veter-
ans’ Club treasurer, echoed the sentiments 
of many of his colleagues with disdain for 
the monetary motivation. 
“I don’t think they (the Office of Stu-
CLUBS
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dent Activities) should have used the whole 
bribe thing. They  are essentially paying 
students for community service. If you get 
paid, it is no longer community service,” 
Benjamin said.
In May, 2008, the Veteran’s Club co-
ordinated with the United Service Orga-
nization’s representative in Times Square 
to volunteer their time during Fleet Week. 
They spent their day handing out hotdogs 
to troops. They did not receive anything 
but personal satisfaction for their charita-
ble work. This is the spirit in which some 
students at John Jay think philanthropic en-
deavors should be conducted.
“Philanthropy and academic achieve-
ment should not be rewarded with money,” 
Benjamin said.
Other students believe the top clubs 
should be recognized in another way. A 
popular alternative was a reception hon-
oring the three most outstanding clubs of 
the year. There are students who think the 
money should be used on having a celebra-
tion to pay tribute to the winners.
Only time will tell how the new policy 
will work out and which clubs will benefit 
and suffer most from it, especially because 
Camacho plans to expand on the policy in 
the coming years. 
However, for the time being, John Jay 
club members and executives can be cer-
tain the Office of Student Activities will be 
paying closer attention to their activities 
and membership.  
“The policy is a good incentive for 
clubs to improve the quality of their mem-
bership and presence on campus,” United 
Nations Students’ Association Vice Presi-
dent Patrick Scullin said.  
or “not,” and may include comments of up 
to 350 characters in length. 
The website has had mixed reactions 
among students at John Jay College. When 
10 students were randomly stopped and 
asked how much of an influence the web-
site has on their decision for classes, eight 
said it has a major influence. 
“I don’t sign up for any of my classes 
unless I have checked, not once but twice, 
with RateMyProfessor.com,” said Adeel 
Cheema, a criminal justice sophomore. 
“During my freshman year, my college ad-
viser told me about RateMyProfessor.com. 
She said it was the best way to know what 
I was getting myself into.
“I don’t like surprises, especially when 
I’m paying for them. I can’t afford to mess 
with my grade point average so I need to 
know the 411 on the professors I am sign-
ing up for. Plus, I give back to the college 
world and honestly rate my professors for 
prospective students in the future. No harm 
done.”
The site was sold in January to MTVu, 
a subsidiary of MTV that is geared toward 
college students. Professors now have a 
chance to make rebuttal comments in ad-
dition to posting videos that have been 
viewed as “humorous comebacks” or “a 
plea for pity,” says Patrick Murphy, a ju-
nior and an International Criminal Justice 
student at John Jay. 
Titles for some of these videos posted 
by professors are “Good looking profes-
sors wants you to show pity for less attrac-
tive professors,” “Preaches self-control; 
drops F-bombs like they’re party favors,” 
“Cool Cowboy Rules His Class With An 
Iron Fist,” and “Think His Exams Are 
Tough Try A Nice Medium Security Prison 
Instead.”  
Professors have also begun expressing 
their dismay and frustration with the Rate-
RATE
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MyProfessors.com in blogs such as Rat-
eYourStudents.com, which is moderated 
by a rotating group of college professors 
focused on sharing their “lively” and ter-
rifying experiences with students. 
“The venomous comments typically 
come from students who most likely earned 
low grades because they didn’t put in the 
efforts required to learn and succeed,” said 
Cecile Van de Voorde, an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Law and Police 
Science. 
“Since we are in a very consumer-
oriented model, students can either appeal 
their grades and lodge official complaints, 
or go online and post borderline libelous 
comments in a public forum. I always wel-
come negative comments as long as they 
constitute useful constructive feedback 
that I can use to improve.”
A 2007 study at the University of Maine 
compared ratings from the website with 
formal student evaluations for 426 Maine 
professors and found “significant correla-
tion,” according to Inside Higher Educa-
tion. But some John Jay students find Rate-
MyProfessors.com to be inaccurate.
“I am appalled at some of the ratings 
I have read on this site. I find it to be ex-
tremely childish, I mean we are college for 
heaven’s sake!” said Mark Benjamin, an 
International Criminal Justice student and 
junior at the college. “I have had and still 
have professors that have horrible ratings 
on RateMyProfessor.com who are by far 
one of the best professors I have taken in 
my college career so far.”
According to the website’s frequently 
asked questions page, the overall qual-
ity rating that a professor ends up with is 
the average of his or her helpfulness and 
clarity ratings, said Michael Hussey, who 
helped design the site. 
He sums up the site’s purpose in a sen-
tence: “All we’re doing is taking chatter 
that may be in the lunchroom or the dorm 
room and organizing it so it can be used by 
students.”  
Square,” said Corbirt.  He would make his money 
by playing the blues on his guitar.  “You know, 
when I have my amp, I can play the Beach Boys, 
Muddy Waters,  Robert Johnson, Buddy Guy, you 
know what I mean?”  Corbirt says.  He plucks the 
strings of his guitar and softly sings ‘My Girl’ to 
show how he makes each song his own.
In fact, his artistic stylings have taken him 
to the Boardwalk of Atlantic City, where he had 
been a fixture until just a few months ago.  He 
takes out pictures of other musician friends from 
the boardwalk, and his membership cards for the 
Atlantic City Musicians’ Union- Local 661-708.  
“They take care of the musicians out there on the 
boardwalk,” said Corbirt.
His story is not without its losses, which he 
undoubtedly relates through his music.  “I have 
two sons from two different mothers,” said Cor-
birt, as he shrugged off the reality as something 
that just happens.  And continues to tell his story 
as though his life just rolls on to its own melody.
He recently came back from Atlantic City 
on the bus to find all of his belongings had been 
thrown out of his apartment.  “This fellow on 
my block tells me to come over here, that he 
has something to show me,” Corbirt says.  “He 
shows me an old photo of me playing, and I say 
‘how did you get that?’”  Corbirt explains that the 
landlord sold the building without telling him and 
threw out his life’s collection of guitars, record-
ings and photographs.  “I went to court, and there 
was nothing they could do…it was already gone,” 
Corbirt said as he shook his head.
He’s been held up on the boardwalk in Atlan-
tic City.  “These kids came at me & tried to hit me 
with a…lead pipe, and I just turned sideways, like 
this,” he said as he shows me his moves.  “Then 
they pulled out a shotgun like this,” as he holds 
the palms of his hand about a foot apart.  “Ooh, I 
got so mad, I start cursing when I get mad,” said 
Corbirt.  But, ever the southern gentleman, he 
relates his anger without uttering a single curse 
word to me.  “The police came, but by then the 
kids were gone and there was nothing I could 
do.”  He tells how they came back 
the next day and stole money from 
other street performers, laughing 
as though he just has to take the 
good with the bad in this life he has 
chosen.
In his 70s, it would seem an un-
likely time in his life to try and re-
through with things like setting up a budget, managing hours, and sched-
uling bus rides and swim meets (competitions between two schools), that 
it won’t be for nothing. He wants there to be evidence of participation and 
enthusiasm, all of which must be steady. And this was not the case when 
the first men’s swim club meeting was held in April 2009. Despite there 
being 25 men who signed up to create a men’s swim team, no more than 
five of them showed up. 
“No one showed up to the meeting,” said Jessica Kolackovsky, the 
women’s swim team coach.  
Diaz, who himself was there, had this to say about the meager num-
bers: “I made sure everyone I knew came, but that wasn’t enough. If only 
we had some way of communicating with all (25) of them.”
 Because of the poor showing, Palumbo is looking to have men come 
to him and prove they want a swim team. He could go ahead and make a 
men’s swim team now but it wouldn’t have much prestige or respect. 
What state is the men’s swimming club currently in? “I haven’t heard 
anything,” Diaz said.
Diaz was on his high school’s swim team, Fort Hamilton, which made 
him want to start one up in college. For the most part the men who made 
the initial attempt, like Diaz, were dissuaded by the many stages in which 
a team of any sort must go through before they are actually recognized as 
a team. One pre-requisite is making sure all members are in a four-year 
school program, nothing less. Another rule that deterred their motives 
was that you could only be on the team if you had at least a 3.5 grade 
point average.
Still, officials are keeping a positive attitude and when asked how 
long they expect it will take to have a men’s swim team. Palumbo confi-
dently answers “next season.” 
But this all depends on participation and a desire to make this happen 
from both sides: the men who wish to be members of a swim team and 
the officials in charge of the paperwork. It will also require communica-
tion between the two parties, something Diaz perfectly exemplifies is 
lacking when he replied, “I had no idea it was so hard,” when told of the 
myriad eligibility rules. Although Palumbo said he is “looking to bridge 
the gap and get City University of New York involved.”
“We just want a swim team,” Diaz said in an exasperated voice.
SWIM
Continued from Page 3
CORBIRT
Continued from front page
build his legacy.  However, Corbirt is not deterred. 
“I’ve got a number to call tomorrow, as I’m trying 
to get a permit to play in the subways again.”  He 
tells me that the competition is much harder below 
ground for the few coveted money-making spots, 
but he is persistent.  “I’ve got other musician 
friends down there, like Jimmy Johnson, and I just 
need an audition so that I can get the permit,” said 
Corbirt.  He said he has his hand-truck and equip-
ment in a storage unit, so he is waiting to confirm 
an audition before he goes to collect his things 
from across town.  
“I can’t play my amp here on the street, as the 
cops won’t allow it,” said Corbirt. “I am too old 
to try and sing without my amp…my voice just 
won’t carry, you know what I mean?”  He tells me 
that he was invited the night before to play for a 
birthday in the neighborhood, and some other new 
friends allowed him to spend the night in their 
courtyard after. 
As he continues his stories in a steady staccato, 
I can’t help but think how Corbirt truly relies on 
the kindness of strangers.  His warm and open per-
sonality show me that regardless of his hardships, 
he just keeps on moving forward.  He gives me 
a sense of hope that regardless of our economic 
times, and our day to day difficulties, if you have a 
passion for something, that will carry you through.
The night’s chill begins to set in, and I zip up 
my coat as I shake his hand in farewell.  I tell him 
that I’ll come by in a few nights to see how things 
go with his permit.  He smiles, “They tell me to 
move on, that I’m too old for this… but, if I don’t 
have my music, I might as well die, you know 
what I mean?”  he said with a quiet laugh and 
sparkling eyes.  
As I walk down 9th Avenue, I hear him pick up 
another tune as he competes with ambulances and 
street noise to bend the night’s ear.  
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John Jay taking steps to “Go Green!”...
...but e-mail makes some students see red
 By Jasmine Mentore
As an institution, John Jay College has 
taken the initiative to become environmen-
tally conscious by “going green!” 
Global warming has been an issue of 
debate and concern that has plagued and 
troubled many countries and their policies. 
The rise in the Earth’s temperature and the 
melting of glaciers in the arctic is one ef-
fect of this environmental problem. Also, 
with increasing global industrialization, 
the marine and land ecosystems of animals 
are being altered. 
In a joint effort, scientists and politi-
cians have debated and addressed the is-
sues of global warming. In June, Congress 
narrowly “approved a bill aimed at curb-
ing the heat-trapping gases scientists have 
linked to climate change,” according to 
The New York Times.
Among other important community and 
social issues at hand (coat drive and col-
lecting donations for the troops in the war 
in the North Hall and T-Building), John Jay 
The college does not mail 
bills anymore and makes 
them available on the web. 
... What is important is the 
drastic decrease in paper. 
has become a part of the challenge to help 
the environment. 
The college does not mail bills anymore 
and makes them available on the web. The 
John Jay Bursar’s Office has eliminated the 
use of excess paper by allowing students 
to view their tuition bill online, specifically 
using Blackboard and eSIMS. However, 
students may still visit the Bursar’s Office 
on the fifth floor of the T-Building and ask 
for a printout of their bill. 
What is important though, is the drastic 
decrease in paper and an increase of usage 
with electronic ways. 
Furthermore, the college has made 
applying for graduation available on the 
internet. Using the newly launched Jay 
Stop, also known as the Student Info Cen-
ter, students can view their class schedule, 
transcript, financial aid and additional in-
formation.
Students at the college are also taking 
steps to become more earth friendly. Some 
students are trying to put together an en-
vironmental club. Some of the club’s ob-
jectives are “to improve the natural envi-
ronment and gain an understanding of our 
environment and our place in it.” They will 
try to perform activities like planting trees 
and growing gardens as well.  
Usra Khan, a lower junior from Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn, and Farhana Siddique, 
an upper sophomore from East Elmhurst, 
Queens, are part of the new environmental 
club. Many of the previous club members 
have graduated. However, the club is not 
fully established. In order for the club to 
maintain its existence, it has to recruit at 
least 13 members. 
“I was actually influenced to join be-
cause the practice LSATs had a disturbing 
article on global warming. I felt something 
needed to be done and I felt the time to 
start was now,” Khan said. 
Siddique said, “In high school I joined 
an environmental club and wanted to con-
tinue this in college.”
The environmental club’s office is in 
the North Hall building among the Club 
Row section, in Room 1532, which is 
shared with the Haitian club. 
When asked “How do you feel about 
John Jay “going green?” Khan said, “It is 
a lot better. There is the envelope, the bill 
and it saves paper. I feel they should call 
or contact students first, because students 
might not check their eSIMS.”
Siddique said, “It is more convenient 
and saves trees.” 
 Kristen Curcio, an upper senior from 
Astoria, said, “That is fine with me. I don’t 
like opening mail. 
“It gives me paper cuts.”
By Matthew Murdoch
For the fall 2009 semester, John Jay 
withheld from sending home notices to 
students regarding payment dates for the 
upcoming semester.  If a continuing stu-
dent fails to pay by a certain date, they are 
dropped from their courses with a chance 
to register at a later date.
The college’s decision to stop send-
ing notices to students in the mail was de-
scribed by Cheuk Lee, associate registrar, 
as “decisions made to go green.”  Student 
e-mail is now the center of communication 
between the college and students.  But how 
often do students check their John Jay e-
mail to stay current with important infor-
mation?
On May 4 John Jay sent an e-mail to 
students concerning registration informa-
tion.  One of the headlines within the e-
mail was “John Jay College Goes Green!” 
in bright green font.  The e-mail wrote, 
“the college will no longer mail tuition and 
fee bills to students.  Students can view 
their bill, the due date and make payments 
by check or credit card through eSIMS.” 
The list of final payment dates of the sum-
mer and fall semesters were included.  This 
was the last time John Jay issued an e-mail 
to all students regarding these dates.  How 
responsible are students in checking their 
John Jay e-mail?
In a survey of six John Jay students, 
four check their John Jay e-mail daily, 
Khaleeq Middleton, Andrew Arvay, Louis 
Dilonardo and Agnieszka Pirchala.  Dan-
ielle Witsell, age 24 and a senior, said 
“important notifications concerning school 
announcements should be forwarded to 
student’s primary e-mail accounts.”  
Danielle never checks her John Jay 
e-mail, similar to Ronel Romain, who 
checks once a month.  During the summer, 
those same four students who check their 
John Jay e-mail daily continue their habit, 
whereas Danielle and Ronel never check.  
When asked if they were aware that 
John Jay stopped sending a notice in the 
mail about registration payments, only 
half answered yes.  None knew offhand 
the dates of payment for the semester bill 
without being reminded by John Jay.
If a continuing student fails to make an 
initial payment for a semester, registration 
for that semester is cancelled.  Another op-
portunity to register for that same semes-
ter will begin at another future date.  The 
Office of the Registrar will send an e-mail 
to that specific student who fails make the 
payment by the deadline.  They will write 
How often do students 
check their John Jay 
e-mail to stay current with 
important information? 
the date payment was due and that their 
registration has been cancelled.  They will 
advise them of the next possible date to 
register for that semester, and the next due 
date of payment.  One problem still goes 
unanswered. What happens to a junior or 
senior student who gets dropped from their 
courses because they failed to pay on time, 
and when they go to re-register at the next 
given date those courses they were enrolled 
in and needed are filled?
In his small room in the registrar’s of-
fice, Lee sat at his computer desk with his 
bright blue collared shirt. “We presume 
continued students know what they are do-
ing.  Students should be aware of tuition 
payments.  If you don’t pay, we don’t know 
if you are committed,” his tone was reso-
lute.  He explained new transfer students 
need to register and continuing students do 
not get to keep their slots.  Payment is also 
a way of assurance to the college that the 
student will be attending.
John Jay has a firm policy regarding 
payment.  If you do not pay, your courses 
will be dropped.  It is up to the students 
to check their e-mail and be aware of pay-
ment dates.  Students and faculty, whether 
it be via e-mail or written notices need to 
communicate better because poor commu-
nication may lead to problems regarding 
registration, a key component in a student’s 
academic progression.  
  
“Yelp is the wild west of the internet...People will lie, 
cheat and steal. Sites like Facebook where users are con-
nected to their comment provides a more self-correcting 
process,” said Matthew Alexander, a new media editor 
and former Yelp user.
In the level playing field of the Internet, anyone can 
start a blog, set up an account on Facebook or Twitter or 
develop a website. Since content spreads without editing 
or fact checking, many online users are left to determine 
its credibility.
The reliability of one popular website has been called 
into question. Yelp.com is a one-stop shop for social 
networking, restaurant/organization review and local 
business search for major markets across the U.S. 
Yelp (the conjunction of “Yellow” and “Pages”) 
houses over 7 million reviews of local businesses and res-
taurants and has an estimated monthly audience of close 
to 25 million, according to Quantcast audience profiling. 
That places Yelp as one of the top 100 websites in the 
U.S., based on site traffic.
But as Yelp celebrates its fifth year in operation, it has 
come under fire about the mix of social networking/re-
views with local business search. Businesses and organi-
zations in a particular market are automatically listed on 
Yelp (much like the yellow pages). 
The site then allows for user involvement by posting 
reviews of those businesses by Yelp users (called Yelp-
ers, most between the ages of 25-32 according to internal 
site records) on the ambiance, prices, services…and if the 
waiters are good looking.
“Yelp definitely does not have any screening process 
or filtering for the reviews that are posted,” said Shayna 
Walter, blogger from MissMenu.com, a restaurant review 
blog. 
“Visitors to the site have to seed through comments 
and reviews to determine if one person just had a bad 
experience or if that’s how the restaurant usually oper-
ates,” she added.
For two years, people logged onto Yelp to find res-
taurant information and read reviews, thinking this was 
a freely user-driven machine.  The site did not explicitly 
state that businesses could pay to shift positive reviews to 
the top of the list. 
Yelp recently revealed that it allows business to 
manipulate the order that reviews are listed on their site. 
Yelp is a free service and so its revenue stream depends 
on banner advertisements paid for by local businesses. 
Businesses that are reviewed, either positively or nega-
tively, on the site.
According to their website, “paying advertisers can 
promote a favorite review at the top of their Yelp page” 
but other reviews are left unchanged. Naturally, advertis-
ers will pay to push a positive review to the top, leav-
ing unpleasant comments at the bottom. The behind the 
scenes meddling of advertisers without acknowledgement 
to Yelp visitors brought criticism. 
The San Francisco Chronicle reported that an area 
chiropractor filed suit against a Yelper based on their 
review in January 2009. Later that month, an area dentist 
sued another Yelper based on allegedly false statements in 
their review.  
Yelp reviews read more like a blog or tweet than a 
Zagat write-up. New York Times restaurant review they 
are not. But it’s the unconventional nature of the reviews 
that are attracting over 25 million users to the site.  
“I’ve used it a couple of times, just to get the real 
deal on a place I was going to eat,” said Merav Renas, 
who checks Yelp to see if restaurants or coffee shops are 
family friendly. “I’m not a hard core Internet junkie but 
it does seem a little misleading what Yelp did but it’s not 








Special Collections Library holds old, rare finds
Hidden away in the Lloyd Sealy Library, collection is a resource for all types of research 
Silence is golden -- and rare -- at Sealy
By Eric Jankiewicz 
On the second floor of the Lloyd Sealy 
Library is a seemingly small room, a clan-
destine spot where old books of centuries 
gone reside.
Created in the 1970s, the Special Col-
lections Library is a collection of unpub-
lished items such as manuscripts like the 
New York District Attorney in 1933 Wil-
liam C. Dodge’s scrapbooks, trial tran-
scripts, even this newspaper’s long history 
of name changes. Since 2004, Professor 
Ellen Belcher has been the Special Collec-
tions librarian. 
“The Special Collections Library 
is mostly used for research by people,” 
Belcher said. Other times the library is 
used by “a lot of people looking for their 
family members.” 
In the fall of 2008 a new production of 
West Side Story began in John Jay. The pro-
ducers were meticulous in their planning of 
this production and in striving for accuracy 
they sought the aid of Special Collections 
Library, according to Classified Informa-
tion, John Jay’s library newsletter. 
The producers were unable to find the 
standard police uniform of the mid-1950s 
from the police academy or any library 
in the city. Luckily for the producers the 
Special Collections Library contains thou-
sands of police manuals, including one 
from 1956. 
“The New York Police Department 
doesn’t have a lot of this stuff,” Belcher 
said.
Along with containing police manuals 
the Special Collections library has “re-
cords of cops on their beat,” Belcher said. 
To say the Special Collections Library has 
100,000 items in their possession would be 
incorrect since an incessant stream of texts 
are constantly donated from alumni and 
other charitable organizations, according 
to Belcher. 
Out of the teeming shelves of archaic 
material is one of the oldest books in New 
York; A 1567 Belgian law book in its 
original binding. Professor Belcher gin-
gerly held the book in her hand and said 
“If they went to law school in Amsterdam 
they would read this.” With such a pleth-
ora of information the Special Collections 
Library plans to expand in 2011 when the 
new building is created.  “We plan to move 
a lot of our stuff in the rooms which will be 
emptied in the library once the new build-
ing is created,” Belcher said.
“A recent famous acquisition of ours 
is the unpublished manuscript biography 
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John Jay’s Special Collections Library has several rare items, including this 16th century 
Belgian law book in its original binding.
of the infamous Ponzi by his press agent 
William H. McMasters.” Charles Ponzi of 
Massachusetts set up the kind of invest-
ment fraud that would be forever linked to 
his name, according to Classified Informa-
tion newsletter. 
And with such a famous acquisition 
came the attention of The New York Times. 
The journalist Ralph Blumenthal wrote an 
article about the Ponzi story; an article that 
would not be possible without the unpub-
lished manuscript in the Special Collec-
tions Library. 
Like the donations of books from vari-
ous alumni and charity groups the fund-
ing of the Special Collections Library also 
comes mainly from the same sources.
While nine out of 10 students didn’t 
know what the Special Collections Library 
was, Hager Abdel Kerim, who is a sopho-
more, did.
“It’s a section of the library with all the 
old stuff,” she said.
Many people are unaware of its exis-
tence and this is partly due to the recluse-
like attitude Belcher maintains about the 
books. 
“Nothing leaves the room,” Belcher 
said. Logically this makes sense since the 
books are usually in a very fragile state and 
the fear of irresponsible hands getting it is 
reasonable. However, this robs students of 
such rich information. 
Sophomore Billy Ritchy, who is a fo-
rensic psychology major, was distraught 
upon learning that books that could help 
him with his major were almost unattain-
able. 
“I think that the best thing to do would 
be to photocopy the valuable texts,” Ritchy 
said. But this would be impossible since the 
Special Collections Library never makes 
photocopies, Belcher said. 
While appointments to observe the 
texts are possible, most students are un-
aware that such a rich source of informa-
tion is in their library. 
“It’s very counterproductive for them 
to do that. A library is supposed to be open. 
By them making it so difficult for us to get 
the texts, or even know about it, defeats the 
purpose of a library,” Ritchy said.
By Andrea Bland
Ssh!! is usually what you hear when a library becomes 
far too noisy. 
The Lloyd Sealy Library at John Jay College may be 
the exception. 
As students thunderously go on about everything from 
their boyfriends to their new cell phone coverage, who is 
there to calm the storm?  Who enforces the library rules 
and regulations? 
When entering the library, there are a host of signs. 
“No Food or Drink,” “No use of Cell Phones,” John Jay 
College’s right to inspect all bags and knapsacks… But it’s 
hard to spot signs mentioning volume control. 
Kristy Sanandres, a third year student at John Jay Col-
lege, is upset that she cannot study when she goes to the 
library.   
“We live in a hectic city and the library is the only 
place I should be able to enjoy a little bit of silence. Not 
everyone can go home to do papers,” Sanandres said. 
Sanandres and her classmate Shawanda Legrand, also 
a junior, believe that something more needs to be  done. 
“We pay our tuition, we should have a place to study.” 
Legrand said. 
Both students think that if the library staff would regu-
late more, students would be reminded that they’re in a 
library and that silence is golden.
“It is implied,” Imran Siddiqui, circulation supervisor 
at the Lloyd Sealy library and a John Jay senior, said about 
volume level. He also said there are, in fact, signs posted 
throughout the library concerning noise control. 
“They see the signs but do they follow them?” Sid-
diqui said. “There are signs for no food or drink but people 
still bring food.” 
He said that if a student or students are being disrup-
tive in the library, and it is brought to the staff’s attention, 
staff will ask those students to lower their voices. If it con-
tinues, staff may ask those students to leave. 
But for the most part, students who are disturbed by 
the noise in the library simply deal with it. “I don’t say 
anything but it’s just really annoying.” Sanandres said.
There are also many other contributors to noise in the 
library. The entrance to the library is on the lower level in 
the T-Building. Because the doors of the library are always 
open, outside noise is inevitable. Directly above the library 
is the entrance to the T-Building and escalators.  
Students are constantly traveling in and out, causing 
pretty heavy traffic  all day and evening.  In the library 
there are generally two staff members per shift in each de-
partment. During busy times, which can range anywhere 
from early morning to late evening, the library simply 
does not have enough staff to monitor or control noisy 
students. 
“If I see it, I say something” Siddiqui said. He contin-
ues, “First I will give a warning and if they still continue I 
ask them to leave.”  
“The library needs an extra security guard to patrol 
and show authority,” Sanadres said. “They can enforce the 
need for your John Jay ID but they can’t enforce this?”  
Siddiqui agrees that an extra security guard would be 
of great service – for the disorderly as well as the safety 
of all students. 
So is there a quiet place for library dwellers who wish 
to study in peace?
There is. On every table on the first floor there is a no-
tice, “NO CELL PHONE USE” or “KEEP ALL OF YOUR 
BELONGINGS IN SIGHT AT ALL TIMES.” Plastered 
on the walls are signs stating everything from the penalty 
for defacing property to the importance of respecting our 
“neighbors” at St. Lukes Roosevelt. But no signs for re-
specting students’ right to study in a quiet environment. 
On the top floor right above the staircase a sign reads, 
“YOUR MUSIC IS LOUDER THAN YOU THINK! 
Please turn it down.” Could this be the place of quietude? 
There is a small staircase leading to another level on the 
top floor of the library. Proceeding to the end of the that 
level past the reference books sits 11 chairs and 11 desks. 
The sign reads: “Quiet Study Area.” According to the sign, 
this means no talking. 
There you have it. Amidst the 2½ levels of the Lloyd 
Sealy library at John Jay College, there is indeed a quiet 
place to study. 
As the usual noise fills John Jay’s library, one reporter goes searching for a quiet study spot 
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Ellen Belcher (above), has been the Special Collections librarian since 2004, but the 
library itself has been around since the 1970s.
